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Welcome

Welcome to the annual report to parishioners from the P.C.C. for 2009. As you will be able to see from this report we are still very blessed with the many and diverse activities we offer as a Parish. We can continue to be proud of all that we do to spread the ‘Good News’ of the salvation found in Jesus Christ. 

We the P.C.C. thank you all for the time and commitment you give to the church family here at Maulden.
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The Revd. Richard Winslade.

Chair of Maulden P.C.C.

P.C.C. Members 2009/10.

Jessica Miller, Churchwarden

Phil Bonner, Church warden

Jan Ayee

Neil Bloomfield

Tim Chamen

Sheila Dellar

Jon Denman

Monica Edwards

Marjorie Horrell
Brenda Martin

Jill Mather

Michael Richardson

Gordon Spoor
Margaret Stratton

John Stratton

Brian Winterson

Joyce Bonner, Janet Warner, Deanery Synod.

John Bagworth, Roger Marriot, Readers.
WORSHIP.

Weekly Services
‘The family that prays together, stays together’ is an old Victorian ideal but one that is still relevant today. Coming together for worship as a church family has always been important to Christians. Sunday is still seen as the main day of worship but it should be remembered that services on other days are just as valid and important. Our rotation of services for Sundays continued through 2009. 
Our 8am services are still well attended providing that the weather or illness does not intervene. 
The 9:30am service still fluctuates in numbers due to many factors. I encourage you all to make your worship of God first priority on a Sunday. If everybody who attends the 9:30am service were to attend every week the services would be far fuller.

The first Sunday of the month continued to be a family Eucharist and the fifth Sunday of the month, when appropriate follows a different form of liturgy than normal.

The Wednesday morning service continues to maintain very good and regular attendance, so much so that we can run out of chairs.

The church also offers High Masses on appropriate High days and festivals.

Serving Team.
St. Mary’s Serving team consists of five adults and eight young people and we are very proud of having such a strong team.

Five of the younger servers are now fully trained; it was particularly pleasing that at the Christmas Midnight service the crucifer and acolytes were all teenagers. Our youngest servers, Abigail and Sarah, are making good progress and are a real asset to the team. Abigail has been “boat-boy” at all of the high Masses held during the year. We have lost one server, Lauren Watts, this year as the demands of examination courses have taken their toll. We hope to train other young people to undertake these duties as time goes on.
Occasional Offices
A Parish church like Maulden plays an important part in the highs and lows of the community that it serves. St. Mary’s continues to be privileged in offering services in time of celebration and in times of bereavement.

During 2009 the church conducted the following occasional offices:

Sixteen Baptisms

Eight Weddings

Ten Funerals
We also had five members of the church confirmed.
ADMINISTRATION.

Churchwardens.

There have been many activities at St Mary’s this year but at the heart of them all is the prayer and worship offered to God in the ‘Church on the Hill’. There have been very few days when the church has not been open at some time and the occasions have varied from large congregations with joyful singing to one or two in silent contemplation.

This all depends on the many people who give their time so willingly to take part - those who lead the services, preach, read the lessons and serve at the altar. We have many musicians, a growing band of bellringers, welcomers and sidespeople These are the people we see but many work behind the scenes cleaning and preparing the church, heating it at the right time, dealing with rubbish, making tea and washing up. This is done firstly as service for God but it also contributes greatly to the life of the church family and we would like to thank everyone for the part they play.
Our church building is very beautiful but it is also very old. This means that a watch must be kept for signs of decay and damage. There was an architect’s inspection this year, they are required every five years, and we were pleased that no major work was needed at the moment. Small repairs have been dealt with as soon as possible to try and prevent further deterioration and areas that might need care in the future are being watched.

The churchyard surrounding the church is also well used. Parishioners come to remember family and friends buried here, walkers use the footpaths and on a sunny afternoon it is a good place to sit and enjoy the view. It is a pleasant and peaceful place cared for by members of the congregation and folk from the village. Sometimes individuals work quietly by themselves trimming grass and weeding, at other times a work party turns out to tackle a large job like clearing autumn leaves. Thank you for all you do.

We hope that everything we do around the church will make everyone feel welcome as they come into God’s house.
P.C.C. Secretary.

The P.C.C. met ten times during the year of 2009 to discuss the practical and spiritual work of the parish. 
FABRIC.
Hall Committee.

This has been a busy and successful year for the Church Hall. We would like to thank the committee for all the work they have undertaken.

Use of the hall by Church organisations includes the Sewing Group every Wednesday, S.A.S. on Sunday evenings, SPLATT on Second Saturdays of each month, Food and Fellowship, Men’s Breakfast and Parish Breakfast as well as children’s Holiday clubs and the Pastoral team’s Seniors’ Parties. Occasional use includes Agricultural Engineers, Beds Bee-keepers, The Chiltinas music group, Maulden History Society, and lettings for parties and village organisations. Every  week during term time, the Pre-school fills five morning sessions, two Art classes and two Yoga groups meet regularly, Guides meet on Tuesday evenings. 

We hope that the continued frequent use of the hall will mean that there is sufficient income to allow us to keep the decoration and equipment in good condition, which should ensure that the hall remains a self-financing and valuable asset. We have clarified our bookings policy; all bookings are now taken on the basis that no user will be expected to give up their reservation to another except for use as a Polling Station, for a Funeral reception or in the event of exceptional unforeseen circumstances. All church events must be booked with Liz Summerfield so that she is able to refuse other enquirers.

During the autumn the Committee undertook a complete stock take of our kitchen equipment. We are pleased to report that we have not had too many breakage or losses since the last list was compiled. The biggest unsolved puzzle is the disappearance of thirty saucers, which are part of the tea service kept in the store cupboard. We believe that they may have been loaned out and inadvertently left behind when the loan was returned, despite appeals they have not been found and we will have to replace them. 

Ofsted has advised the Pre-school that they must provide a canopy for the children to able to go outside on sunny or wet days. They applied to the P.C.C. for consent and then obtained planning permission and it was installed in February.

In the summer, an outside contractor redecorated the staircase and hallway. Unfortunately, the height of the stairwell means that this cannot be done by volunteers but Dick Molloy did an excellent job. The toilets were redecorated and refurbished by a hardworking team; our thanks go to Brian Winterson, Bob Martin, Roger Marriott and the church wardens. Peter Ayee has maintained the lighting, replacing bulbs and tubes when needed. Our biggest “thank you” must go to Liz Summerfield, who is our bookings secretary, she works very hard taking bookings, showing prospective hirers around the hall and dealing with keys, rents and invoices. We are very grateful to everyone for the help given to us.

Holy Dusters

The church is cleaned monthly by a small team of volunteers, “Holy Dusters”. This year we were pleased to recruit Jon Denman to our ranks; he and his faithful friend Henry the Hoover regularly vacuum all the carpets. Church cleaning is relatively easy, when there are sufficient hands to make light work but occasionally we have a month when most of the team are unavailable and so we have to leave some areas out. We would like to thank Ann Vickers, who regularly sweeps the main aisle after service on Sunday and Richard who cleans after Tots and Teddies.

YOUTH.
Youth work 0 – 16 years
During this year it became clear that there would be a need to review our person’s activities. After consultation with the existing young people and their parents and carers, it was concluded that some changes needed to be made. The outcome being that the Churches Youth work for the 0-16 year old stands as such:-

Tots and Teddies – 0-5 year olds meeting at 2.15pm on Tuesdays in term time. Informal worship followed by chat and play.

SPLATT – 3-9 year olds meeting at 3.00pm on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Fun, games, craft and worship.

S.A.S and Chill Out – 9-16 year olds meeting on alternate Sunday evenings at 6.00pm. Discussions, DVD evenings, Bible Study and a chance to meet together and have fun.

A revamped Children’s Corner and pew bags offers parents and carers opportunities to keep their children amused during Sunday morning worship.
Holiday Clubs.

During 2009 we again ran two clubs, one at Easter and one in the summer. Running two clubs every year means that we had used all the current Scripture Union material so we decided to try courses published by the Bible Reading Fellowship, Razzamatazz Robots and Junior Heroes, both of which were very stimulating and great fun.

Every morning of a holiday club begins with a starter activity that occupies all the children until everyone has registered. This is followed by the theme song, complete with actions, a craft activity, games and a drama, ably acted by our junior leaders. We try to use recycled materials but always provide one craft during the week that uses materials that are more commercial. We hope that these will serve as lasting reminder of the holiday club. During Junior Heroes we made craft stick dolls, we were very grateful to Bob Martin, a new recruit to our team, who nobly stuck the sticks together with a hot glue gun so that our children could dress them. Big thanks also to Josie Tyler who made lots of Super Heroes capes, which the children then decorated and wore during the week.

A new departure, suggested by church members at a Vision meeting, was that we took the children into church for the bible story and worship element of each morning. This was very effective; it provided a sacred space and allowed the children to reflect in a different atmosphere than the more lively activity space in the hall. Puppeteers told the bible story and this provided a fresh approach; in the past we have used DVD’s.

We thank God that we have plenty of children who have attended more than one club and bring friends along. We are also thankful that we have such a good leadership team and such willing helpers. It is true, people do ask to be “allowed to help at holiday club again next time” and we receive regrets when one of the adults has another commitment and has to have a “day off”! 

MUSIC.
Director of Music.

I wish to report my gratitude to the members of the choir for their singing week by week, their attendance during 2009 and their contribution in leading the worship week by week. They sang at the Sunday Holy Communion Services, Family Services, Harvest Festival Evensong, the Advent Carol Service, The Service of Nine Lessons and carols, Christmas Midnight Service, Maundy Thursday, Easter Sunday Evensong and at eight weddings.
The Advent Carol Service included traditional carols for the choir, Jubilate and congregation. What was most uplifting was that the service was attended by the largest number of choristers that had sung at an Advent Carol Service in more than forty years. As befitting of such an occasion new carols were sung by the senior choir and Jubilate.

Again as in the past years the singing at the Service of Nine Lessons and carols was excellent. There are thirteen senior choristers. In addition to which three other adult singers joined in singing at the carol services. It is hoped that in 2010 some members of Jubilate will join the adult choir.

Apart from the month of August the ‘Music Notes from the Organ Loft’ were produced on Sunday’s. these continue to be greatly appreciated by members of the congregation and choir.

Over 300 individual pieces of organ music were played during the last twelve months, none of which, apart from some four being repeated during the year.

I gave an organ recital on 17th October which raised over £200. The programme of celebrated and well known pieces included – Fanfare for the common man, Summertime from ‘Porgy and Bess’, Barcarolle from ‘The tales of Hoffmann’, The Dambusters March with excerpts from Those magnificent men in their flying machines and Pomp and Circumstance.

Jubilate

The Junior Choir at St Mary’s continues to meet during term time for rehearsals on Mondays. The choir has continued to attract new singers who continue to follow the ‘Voice for Life’ programme from the Royal School of Church Music.

We were pleased to award White Ribbons to 2 members, Dark Blue Ribbons to 2 members and 3 members gained their Deans Award (Green Ribbon). Katherine Warner, Abigail Jackson and Naomi Winslade worked hard through the summer months to prepare all the work necessary for their Deans award and their hard work paid off. Special mention should be made to Naomi who gained a distinction in her exam. They are looking forward to being presented with their certificates at the Diocesan Choirs Festival in March 2010 when they also get the honour of singing with the Abbey Girls Choir. Thanks go to Sue Sims for her help in preparing our choristers for this exam.

The choir continues to join the main choir at major festivals including Easter and Harvest Evensong, the Advent Carol Service where Naomi and Abigail sang solo’s and at ‘The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols’ when Naomi sang the solo verse to ‘Once in Royal David’s City.’ They also join the main choir in singing at weddings during the year. The choir also sang at the Senior Citizens parties at Christmas. 

New members are always welcome – or if you wish to come and hear us rehearing on Monday evenings from 5.00pm you will be most welcome.
Bell Ringers.

Once again we said goodbye to the Old Year and welcomed in the New Year by ringing the bells at midnight on December 31st 2008
During the year we have, when possible, rang for all the services requiring bells and also for all the many weddings during the year. Most of our members have attended some of the Biggleswade District meetings throughout the year including the Annual Dinner at Stanford and the District Outing which this year took us into Northamptonshire. The final event was the Social and meal in December.
We held our Annual Dinner at 'The Dog and Badger' in February and some of our members went to the Silsoe Dinner and also the Clifton Dinner. We were also invited on the Silsoe ringers outing to Essex and the Clifton outing to the Beds and Bucks borders.
We have continued with our Wednesday evening practices and we also join Silsoe on a Monday evening and Flitwick on a Friday evening.
We welcomed visitors to the tower from Kings Langley and the Golden Oldies Group of ringers from the eastern area. The tower was open during the summer on the three days that the Mausoleum was opened and many interested people were taken to see the bells and how they are rung.
We were sorry that one of our ringers moved to Norfolk during the year. She had been with us a number of years and was a regular ringer on Sunday and practice nights.

We thank the Rector and the P.C.C for all their support and we will keep the bells ringing for the purpose of calling the residents of Maulden to worship at St.Mary's.

EVANGELISM.

Evangelism Committee.

The committee has continued this year to assist the PCC in finding new ways of spreading God’s love and growing the church family. Phil Bonner, Joyce Bonner, Jo Winslade, John Bagworth, Jenny Tucker and I meet each month. I am most grateful for the Committee’s enormous enthusiasm, support and help.

During the early part of the year we continued to work on encouraging the use of the church for baptisms and weddings and bringing those involved into the church family. Leaflets covering baptisms and weddings were finished and are included in the Welcome Packs as well as being available at the back of church. Each wedding couple now receives an invitation (designed by the committee) to hear their banns read and special prayers are said in church. Baptism and wedding families are personally invited to church events as appropriate.

In the autumn of 2008, several meetings were held in homes to discuss the future of the Vision (the “Vision Meetings”). All the written proposals and comments made at the Vision Meetings were brought together under the four headings of worship, caring, discipleship and evangelism in one comprehensive document. (The “Vision Meetings Summary”). The main task of the Committee during 2009 was to consider carefully each of the proposals and comments as recoded in the Vision Meeting Summary in so far as they related to evangelism. All these proposals and comments with the conclusion reached by the committee on each are set out in a booklet entitled “Response to the Evangelism Points Raised at the Vision Meetings” which was approved by the PCC and is available at the back of church. The following is a summary of action taken or to be taken in response to the conclusions reached by the Committee:   

1. At least one article is written each month for the magazine on regular church activities.

2. An article is written for the magazine on each occasional church activity.

3. A back to church service for harvest was held on Sunday on 4th October. Personal invitations were sent to those on the electoral roll, baptism families, those married in St. Mary’s, those who had attended holiday clubs etc. As this was so successful three similar special services are to be held in March, May and October 2010.

4. A new form of non- Eucharistic family service is being introduced with effect from March 2010.

5. Ecumenical open air Songs of Praise service in the summer

6. SAS to arrange more movie nights

7. SAS to investigate a youth forum and chat room

8. Smash and Jubilate to be advertised at the school

9. Redborne School to perform at some Open Sundays in 2010

10. Playing of CDs at other Open Sundays to be considered.

11. To encourage more helpers at Open Sundays someone who has done it before should join with someone who is new to it.

12. Whether Open Sundays could be run by village organisations being investigated.

13. Policy to send personal invitations to baptism families and those married at St. Mary’s using data base (going back 5 years) for all appropriate church events.

14. Roster of Welcomers is being prepared with guidance for duties of Welcomers.

15. Suggestion box being placed at the back of  church

16.  When residents of roads are to be prayed is now mentioned in the magazine with the prayer team contact number.

17. SAS to write a ‘piece’ for Welcome Packs.

18. Welcome Packs contain an invitation to forthcoming church events.

19. Village to be circulated about all new services.

20. Warden at Pine View Park to be asked about transport needs.

21. Joint fund raising events with other charities to be introduced

22. There will be a special family service each year to which all baptism families will be invited, celebrating birth etc.

23. There will be a special service each year celebrating marriage with wedding music, hymns etc to which those married in St. Mary’s will be invited

24. The system of a “friend” for each baptism to be introduced as previously agreed by the PCC.

25. Those married at St. Mary’s to be invited to Emmaus courses

26. Everyone should be encouraged to invite a friend to Food and Fellowship 

During the latter part of the year the committee joined forces with members of the Publicity Committee to help the Rector plan and hold the Back to Church Service at the October Harvest Festival and also to plan the three similar services mentioned above.

Other activities included reorganising the display of leaflets at the back of church, preparing a short summary of the Vision for approval of the PCC, visiting Oakley church to find out how they organise Open Sundays and reviewing principal services.

Towards the end of the year the Committee looked forward to the last year of the five year vision which will start in April 2010 and started to develop ideas for our priorities during that year

Men’s Breakfast.

The men met eleven times for the well-cooked breakfast in 2009.

Each gathering saw, on average, fourteen hungry men and the programme of talks throughout the year was extremely varied:

January – The Wronging of Mary Magdalene.

February – The Ten Commandments, are they relevant today? 

March – Do men cry?

April – Hypocrisy, a stumbling block to Christian faith? 

May – Science versus the Bible.

June – Do we cause people to stumble?

July – The Holy Spirit of the Old Testament.

August- Holiday

September – Five Hungarian Saints

October – Sacred places

November – Hypocrisy past and present

December – Parables

Such thought provoking subjects from a variety of speakers, coupled with outstanding breakfasts, led to some really excellent discussions and fellowship together. Thanks to all those who cooked, set up and washed up and to those who prepared such absorbing talks.

Thanks to the generosity of those attending Men’s Breakfasts, in 2009 we were able to donate to the church £305 plus gift aid. 

Church Open Days.

St Mary’s is open from 3pm to 5pm every Sunday from May to September inclusive.  We have now completed our 10th year and it is widely known that we are open.  Local people often call in with their friends and relatives, and we also get people from further afield.   We welcome our visitors and offer them tea and cakes, and items of church memorabilia and other items are available for purchase.  We also offer the facility to do brass rubbings but this is not often taken up.

In 2009, 200 people visited the church and our income was over £170 through selling teas and other items.  But our main interest is to encourage people to come into our church; to give them a warm welcome and to let them feel the tranquillity and peace of a place that they can come back to at any time, whether in joy or sorrow.

Opening our church would not be possible without the contribution of our helpers from the congregation, who not only open the doors to our visitors but also bake cakes and provide the teas - thank you all again!

Ten years after starting up the Open Sundays in 2000 Peter and I have decided to hand over the co-ordination role, and we hope there will be a willing volunteer to take it on - we look forward to a good summer and lots of visitors in 2010!

Welcome packs.

From the launch of the Welcome Packs in May 2005 until the end of December 2008, approximately 150 homes in Maulden have been visited.  Without exception the Welcome Packs have been very well received and have raised the profile of the church, with each newcomer having a warm welcome.

The Evangelism Committee has responsibility for the preparation and distribution of the packs and Committee members are regularly reviewing the leaflets, updating and adding to them as well as helping with the visits. Each pack now contains 34 separate leaflets as well as a complimentary parish magazine.  The packs give information regarding a wide range of activities in the village, both church and non-church related.

I am most grateful to members of the church for drawing my attention to new arrivals in the village.  Posters advertising the packs have also led to several enquiries.

During 2009, I have developed the practice of making a list of houses in Maulden where sold boards are displayed and then visiting the relevant Estate Agents to enquire when the sales will be completed. In this way I have been able to time the visits with Welcome Packs appropriately. I find I am visiting the Estate Agents every three months.   

My thanks go to members of the Evangelism Committee for their enormous help. Many thanks also to Rosemary Franklin for delivering copies of the magazine to me each month.  

If you have any suggestions for additional information for inclusion in the packs or know of new arrivals in the village please do let me know.  I rely on your eyes and ears to make certain that as many newcomers as possible are visited.

Website.

It is vital these days for any type of organisation, especially one dealing with individuals, to have a presence on the world wide web and St Mary’s Church is no exception. Our website continues to be an important portal through which enquirers can make contact with the church, learn answers to their questions, glean what events are taking place and discover a living church proclaiming and practising the gospel. It is not a substitute for physical pastoral care, outreach or evangelism but it is a major tool in helping towards these aims.

As the statistics below reveal, by the end of every single day seven people somewhere in the world, on average, will have accessed the site.

	Month
	Unique visitors
	Number of visits
	Pages
	Hits
	Bandwidth

	Jan 2009
	224
	418
	1263
	3214
	210.84 MB

	Feb 2009
	181
	312
	1146
	2376
	161.18 MB

	Mar 2009
	220
	412
	1174
	3632
	162.87 MB

	Apr 2009
	219
	402
	1034
	3510
	169.62 MB

	May 2009
	208
	339
	929
	2916
	184.50 MB

	Jun 2009
	195
	348
	898
	2497
	160.31 MB

	Jul 2009
	231
	450
	1087
	4382
	209.87 MB

	Aug 2009
	201
	475
	999
	3645
	172.19 MB

	Sep 2009
	261
	472
	1181
	3978
	308.91 MB

	Oct 2009
	246
	467
	1851
	4333
	173.15 MB

	Nov 2009
	233
	401
	1399
	3316
	171.33 MB

	Dec 2009
	223
	405
	837
	2356
	171.83 MB

	Total
	2642
	4901
	13798
	40155
	2.20 GB


The most popular area for viewing is the diary, in which I endeavour to list all forthcoming events beyond our daily and weekly services. Also attracting many viewers are the Annual Reports, a vindication of the Rector’s decision to make these available primarily on-line. Always high in the statistics each month are those pages with links to the various church groups and, encouragingly, the groups for young people. One innovation from September was to make the weekly pew sheet available on the website, since when it seems to have attracted good levels of interest.

Websites must always be evolving and with this in mind I hope we may be able, in 2010, to overhaul and update those pages dealing with groups and activities for young persons. The e-mail address will need to change soon too; the spammers have found this and the volume of spam increasing exponentially! 

A few people apparently had problems accessing the site in 2009 but, on investigation, these mostly stemmed from the plethora of firewalls, spyware and anti-virus protection in place on computers, rather than any downtime of the site itself.

I am most grateful to all who help supply me with information, photographs, narrative or documentation for the site, which continues to be hosted and maintained at no cost to the church. If there is anything you would like added to or changed on the website, please let me know.

PASTORAL.
Pastoral Care team.

The Pastoral Care Team continues to reach out to people who need a bit of help or just simple contact.  The team arranges visits to people in their homes – mainly to elderly people who find it difficult to get out and about, who appreciate a bit of company now and then or who are ill, housebound or in need of any kind.

We also have 4 tea afternoons each year, which are very popular and successful, with approximately 40 senior citizens attending each one - transport is provided if required.  We start with a sherry and then follow this with sandwiches, sausage rolls and cakes.  Then comes the entertainment – a general sing along with Pat at the piano, followed by a ballad from Geoff.

The Easter Tea was the first event, with an Easter Bonnet competition for those who wished to participate, and everyone went home with an Easter egg.  Kathleen and Gordon Spoor again let us use their lovely garden for the Garden Party - the tents and gazebos were already up from the Midsummer Supper, saving a lot of hard work – and the weather was perfect, so the party was enjoyed by all who came.  Our Autumn Tea was another happy event, and we had an extra treat for everyone: a gift of some produce from the Harvest Festival.  Finally, the Christmas Tea was festive and jolly, set off by Christmas table arrangements, crackers, mince pies and so on, and lots of raffle prizes.

The raffles continue to be very popular, thanks to the people who generously donate prizes.  The income funds the teas and a surplus of £100 was donated to Church funds at the end of the year.

We continue to get plenty of help with the parties, which are of course great fun, and the visits – a most important activity - are also very enjoyable and rewarding and are much appreciated by those who are housebound or cannot get about very easily.  As always, if anyone is interested in joining the team please speak to Jan, Carol or Richard.

Thank you again to all of the team and to all the helpers for their work in 2009.
Prayer Team.
The team has been asked to pray for over 87 people and their families since the last APCM report. This is a 30% increase over 2008. The prayer box in the church has been used on 7 occasions; this is also a significant increase over 2008. The requests for prayers have come from Church members, village families and from overseas.  Several times people have come to Morning Prayers requesting prayer support for their specific and personal prayers.  

We thank God that a number of people we have prayed for have recovered or improved and we have been thanked on a number of occasions for our prayers. Non-Christians and people of other faiths are surprised and grateful when we offer to pray for them or their family members 

Sadly there have been a number of deaths including Lew Davis, Bishop Les, Pat Barrett, and Sheila Fry.

I would like to remind the PCC that we are here for everybody and if you know family and friends who need prayers please contact me; prayer requests are kept within the team.

DISCIPLESHIP.
Bible Study Groups 

Thursday evening Exploring the Bible 

These are held at 10 Brownshill and we have moved to 8:00 p.m. to suit people’s needs; sadly because of member’s work commitments the numbers attending have fallen 

We use the Bible study courses produced by the Scripture Union, these studies involve reading short passages of Scripture and then follow a question and answer format, which leads to an enthusiastic discussion.  

Our group consists of a whole range of people with different levels of knowledge, no one is an expert, we all learn from each other. The studying together, the discussions and lively debate helps us grow stronger in our faith. We all use different translations of the Bible and sharing the differences helps us explore the meaning of the passage.

In 2009 we studied the Christian community. With the world growing and in other ways shrinking, we need a sense of community, as the world continues to change we find that we have more acquaintances and fewer friends.

The Christian community course shows through the Bible how the early Christians worked together and grew together, a blueprint that still applies today  

If the timing of the Thursday afternoon and evening studies are inconvenient speak to Richard and we may be able to run a separate study to suit individual needs. At present we are running a course for a busy person on the basis of when they are free we fit it in.

Thursday Afternoon Exploring the Bible
A group meets on Thursday afternoons to find out for themselves what the bible says. Early in the year we considered how the Psalms can help us pray by following the story of an earthquake told by different people who experienced it. Each week a different Psalm focused on different needs and we saw how they also related to changing needs in our own lives.

Later in the year we looked at New Testament characters, not the well known people but minor characters. They were ordinary people and through them we saw that ordinary people like us matter to God. We don’t know all the answers but we do find that discussing what we read makes it easier to understand the message of the bible. Everyone is welcome to join us in exploring the bible.

Daily Bible Verse

The daily Bible verses are sent out to 63 people by e-mail; the recipients are not only in the UK but are also in-

South Africa.

United States.

New Zealand.

Zambia

Additionally, the verses are used in the Pew leaflets and a number of people who receive the verses forward them to their friends.

We receive regular feedback from people who are amazed at just how the verses relate to their personal situations.

If you would like to receive a daily Bible, verse or know someone who would then please contact me.

Food and Fellowship
Food and fellowship met six times during 2009 with a variety of speakers which included Rev Richard Winslade talking about his sabbatical, Rev Andrew Coleby Social responsibility Officer for the Diocese, Rev Liz Hughes talking about her ministry and a Christmas Play performed by members of our congregation.

As always a lovely home cooked meal was enjoyed by all attending, along with a selection of delicious puddings.

SOCIAL.
Sewing Group.

On the 3rd June, Richard Winslade and two guests joined us to celebrate our 7th Birthday. Pat Struthers made and beautifully decorated a cake for the occasion and 21 members were present.  Our tea party coincided with the Pasque Charity’s ‘Tea at Three Appeal and we sent a donation of £25 to the Hospice.

On the 9th of July, Maulden Sewing Group raised £485 in aid of St John’s Hospice in memory of Clive Franklin and Malcolm Mather. This donation was made possible by the kind invitation of Jan and Peter Ayee who generously hosted and organised a Charity Lunch at their house. Members of the Sewing Group prepared the food and provided items for the raffle and ‘Bring and Buy’ table.

At Christmas we exhibited a ‘Plastic Bottle Nativity’ in the St Mary’s Crib Festival. It is surprising what you can conjure up from some empty milk bottles, egg boxes, polystyrene balls and scraps of fabric. We have either watched too much ‘Blue Peter’ or been teachers for too long! Our exhibit was displayed under the main altar for the Festival and the Christmas period. Many thanks are due to Marjorie Horrell and Jan Ayee for the giving of their time and talents.

I have not always been available to run the group this year and Pat Struthers has kindly stepped in to make the meetings possible. 
I am most grateful to her and other members for their help throughout the year. As usual we are all grateful to Joy Clark who keeps us on track whenever there is money to be collected and food orders to be organised. This year we went to The Bell at Woburn for our Christmas Lunch.

Along with the above activities, members have continued to produce some beautiful needlework. Knitting and canvas work still seem to be very popular crafts and members are also extending their personal skills and interests in outside courses and groups. Some are pursuing patchwork while others are learning more goldwork techniques.

New members are always welcome even if you have never threaded a needle before.

It is a very lively and friendly group so come and join us.

Social Team
The church continued to enjoy a good variety of social and fund raising events during 2009, thanks to the hard work and dedication of the social team.

Events in 2009 included:

Wine and wisdom, Passover lunch, Patronal Barbeque, Christmas Fair, Safari supper, Harvest Supper Quiz and catering for concerts and exhibitions.

CHARITIES.

FAIRTRADE

St Mary’s tries to use fair-trade products when possible so that the farmer or craftworker receives a fair price for the goods they sell. This benefits their family and also the community they live in. Once basic needs for adequate food and clean water are met they are able to develop education and healthcare. It may seem a very small contribution towards these aims but every time we have a cup of Fairtrade tea or enjoy Fairtrade chocolate we are helping these workers.

As well as the tea, coffee and sugar served at all church events there is a monthly Traidcraft stall on Sunday mornings and cards and craftwork were available from their catalogue at Christmas.

Prebend Street Day Centre 

Saint Mary’s and Maulden Baptist Church have continued to support Prebend drop in day centre through out 2009.

This has been a very difficult year for the centre with the withdrawal of a major provider of funding. With money only available for a few months the future looked bleak; however funding was found which would keep the centre running to the end of the financial year.

Through out this period the Churches in Maulden continued to give outstanding support to Prebend, through donations of all types. Over 100 sacks of good clothing have been collected and delivered, some of the clothes were of such good quality they were used in a fashion show and helped to raise over £700.

The Harvest Festival food collections from both churches were a great help, and this year Maulden Lower School had a food collection and provided over 100 items which included tinned food, rice, pasta, sugar, tea and coffee. There were also individual donations, in one case a pensioner provided six 2.5 Kg tins of baked beans, a great help with breakfasts. One local café owner donated a large tin of drinking chocolate. 

Several times in the year there were special appeals. The plea for baby clothing produced a great response. When large size trainers were urgently needed the village produced seven pairs. The Winter Warmth clothing appeal was very successful, and the latest request we received was for Thermos flasks to enable the clients to take away a hot drink or soup, once again the response was tremendous.

On top of all this generosity there have been several cash donations totalling over £90.

Despite all this the Centre is living from hand to mouth, there are initiatives in the pipeline to improve their financial security, but they will continue to need our help.  Please continue showing your love and concern for the hard working staff and the homeless and rootless whom they support.

The staff have asked me to thank you all for your ongoing care and friendship, without people like you the day centre would struggle and could possibly close.

Christian Aid 
Seventeen members of St. Mary’s Church knocked on doors in Maulden during Christian Aid week in 2009. £1,341.77 was raised, a 16% increase on the sum achieved last year. This amounts to £1.10 for each household in Maulden, a great result particularly as several roads were not covered.

As £7.50 can buy enough drought-resistant millet seed to grow a crop that will feed four people for a year in Burkina Faso in West Africa, the amount we raised could have fed over 700 people in that area for a year. Alternatively £10 would have bought a disaster-survival kit for a family (with food, clothes and medicines) after severe floods in Bangladesh and £16 would have paid a monthly allowance for one HIV kids’ club teacher in Nigeria, helping hundreds of children to cope with their situation. In short, relatively little money goes a very long way.

Very many thanks to all those from St. Mary’s who gave their time to collect and to all those who gave so generously. We covered about 60% of the homes in Maulden. It would be tremendous if more roads could be covered in 2010. Maybe churches from other denominations in the area will be moved to join us: I live in hope!

ActionAid

Although we no long have a Sunday School at present, the youth of the church still help to raise funds to support the child we sponsor through ActionAid .

At present the child we sponsor is a girl, called Patricia, who lives in Malawi. We receive regular updates on the work and progress being made in her community to adapt farming and husbandry skills to enable families to become self sufficient, even producing enough crops to sell at the local market. Amongst other news, the importance of educating girls, as well as boys, is gradually being accepted. 

THE WIDER CHURCH.

Deanery Synod 

The heavy snow in February 2009 meant that the Synod was cancelled but two other synods were held, one on June 3rd and the second on October 8th. 

At our first meeting we were addressed by David Biles, Churchwarden at Woburn Sands, he is part of the Luton and South Beds Arson Task Force. He spoke about the success the team has had in reducing the incidence of arson attacks in the area. Other items discussed:

· The planned visit of Bishop Allan to the Deanery on March 24th 2010 

· The Deanery Levy which finances the Deanery activities, this has been raised to £10 per parish representative per year, to cover the extra expenses expected as our new Rural Dean will need extra secretarial help. ( Revd. D Powell was retired and had more time to give to the role.)

· The Archdeacon’s plan to re-organise the Deaneries into larger groups.

At the October Synod the Revd. Ruth Pyke spoke on working with children and parents in church. She particularly emphasised the need not to simply say “children are welcome” but to back this up by providing space and resources for them. She also spoke about “messy church” a movement which encourages churches to provide alternatives to Sunday School, our S.P.L.A..T.T. initiative is an excellent example of this type of activity.

Other topics covered included:

· More detail on the probable re-organisation of Bedfordshire Archdeaconry deaneries. The scheme to reorganise Deaneries is now a whole Diocesan scheme, it will need eighty percent agreement from parishes to make the changes possible. A year after changes have been made they can be adjusted in the light of experience.

· Canon Philip McDonough gave a report on the General Synod held at York in July 2009

The Deanery Pastoral committee completed the Deanery Review, which looks at the changes in the Deanery and makes suggestions for the future development of the Deanery. This was presented to the Diocesan Pastoral Committee in February 2009, anyone who would like a copy please ask Joyce Bonner.

The Diocese

Annual Bike Sponsored Bike Ride

In 2009, two bikers from the congregation took part in the Sponsored Bike & Hike on the second Saturday in September and we raised £500 in sponsorship.  Half of the money has come back to St Mary’s and the other half, plus Gift Aid of £95.90, has gone into a general fund to help with the upkeep of churches throughout Beds & Herts.

This is an excellent, environmentally-friendly, physically-friendly and fun way to raise money for the church.  
Here at St Mary’s, the focus has tended to be on biking, but sponsorship can also be gained by hikers and by helpers such as those who meet and greet participants on the day.  Participants choose their own routes and distances; there is no minimum distance or sponsorship amount and, if you can’t do it on the usual day, you can do it on another that suits you better.  The important thing is to get people - friends, acquaintances and relatives - to sponsor you for whatever you do

I do recommend that you take part this year – just join in - it’s always enjoyable, it’s in a good cause and it’s good for you!

The Diocese of Mpumalanga
After Richard’s sabbatical in 2008 it was decided to create a formal link between The Diocese of Mpumalanga, South Africa and our Parish here in Maulden. It is a great honour for a parish to be linked with a whole diocese. The link benefits from modern technology. Through links via the internet we are able to maintain strong levels of communication. The link is strengthened even more by visiting.

In 2009 we were able to send prayer requests, parish newsletters and photographs of parish life and receive the same in return.

Last year two members of the congregation were able to visit our link Diocese and we welcomed Jolene, the daughter of an Archdeacon, to our Parish. 

Perhaps the links between us were most clearly shown when the tragic news of the death of Bishop Les was announced. We mourned his loss here as they mourned in South Africa. 
The Parish has also managed to financially support the work of the Diocese over 2009. 

We hope that the new Bishop when appointed will be keen to continue our valuable link.
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